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Jiminie's Jottings

Bince Jatmary we have gone through PlowP oird;, been given the 12 KEY IS3UES for usto alizn
ot selves with seriphare as Undted Methodist Cheistians, Bunday School lessons have been cerdered
arcud aligning ourselve s with the Eey [ssues aswell as the sermons addressing the KEY I33UES. Old
habits die hard and we needto be preparedto see owrselves kind of fluctuate between aligning ourselves
with scripture and falling into old habits,

We sometitmes get caught up in busr-ness and not mindstry. If yourealize where wou are thenit
iz alot easier to determine whete youneed to go. Vourepent andmowe ahead with God’s grace; if you
dot’t then you do not relive the past bt Fou are shack in the past. We probably will fluchaste betwesn
aligminge outselves with seriptare and falling into old habits. [ pray that we are mote consisterd with the
first part: aligning ourselves with scriphore. [ know where my focus needs to be.

For example: Since Jarnary ofhet pastors have asked me if I was moving, Sometitmes | would
get agkedthis 5 or 6 tittes a day, When asked thiz cquestion] wouldusually engage in cofrversation about
possibilities and what pastor was moving where, THAT WaAS THE WRONG FOCTUS FOR ME AND
FOR THE OTHEE PASTORS. Mow when [ am asked that question [ don’t engage in that cormersation.
I now state when asked if [ am moving, “That is not my foous. I maybe or may not be (T haven't heard as
of yet-- [ may by the time this goes out) moving, Wy focus iz to do effective, quality pastoral leadership
wtil T sroowe whenewer that may be™ Usally this statem ent makces for a short cotrrersation.

Orwet the past few wreeks you have heardme state the qpestions andthe equation: What business
are we in? How's business? and Stewardship= our depth of discipleship. We can focus onthe
courtrsocial chub business; the membership business; the service providing business; even the moving
business bt OUR (as a community of faith) BEUSINESS is DISCIFLESHIP. If businessis not goodthen
mayhewe are engaged in the wrong usiness of forused on the wrong business. If we are not engaged in
suppottitig the charehowith our prayers, ow presence, ow gifts and our service then our disciple ship might
be a mile-wide bt andnch deep.

We caty be effective in the countri’social club business, the membership business, the service
providing business, and the moving tasiness bt we will fail miserably in the Discipleship business.
Digciples form diseiples and disciples follow Christ, not agedndas.

Mlatthew 22:19 “Therefore go atd make disciples of all nations, baptizitg them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching themm to obey everything] have commatded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age "

See youin church Sundayl !
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