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Upcoming Events

Lenten Services
Palm Sunday

Easter Sunday/Sunrise Service
Living Last Supper 

United Methodist Men
Feed the Hungry

Greetings in the Name of Our
Lord  and Savior Jesus Christ,  I recently
read a news story I found very interesting.
It seems that in Los Angeles at the LA
Fertility Institute a prospective parent can
now select various traits they want in
their child. They can choose hair color,
eye color, etc. It seems that through
genetic engineering parents can choose
what they want their child to look like.
Now, at first glance this sounds like a
good idea. But when you think more
about it it gets really scary. Today we can
choose eye color, tomorrow body size. A
parent could choose a child that will grow
to be an eight foot giant to play
basketball. A parent could choose a child
with webbed hands and feet to be a
champion swimmer. If the fad of the day
is red hair an entire generation of babies
might be red headers. 

As I remember, in the 1940s
Germany was experimenting with racial
selection. Their goal was to create a
"Super Race" of people who all had their
chosen characteristics. What happens
when a country's leaders pass laws that
only select characteristics are allowed?
Perhaps we could breed out such
character flaws as a propensity to steal or
kill or become addicted to drugs or  
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alcohol. Maybe we could also breed out
such traits as spiritual sensitivity or a
tender heart. That way everyone would
be perfect without flaw or blemish or
emotion. Maybe we could breed a
generation of sinless people who didn't
need a Savior. How many of us would
be here if these possibilities had been
available to our parents and
grandparents? 

I understand some of the
arguments for genetic engineering. But
it seems to me that if we give human
beings the power to custom make other
human beings we are starting down a
slippery slope. Some 25 or more years
ago I read a book that was written on
medical ethics. The author suggested
that a day would come when we would
be able to clone a direct replica of
ourselves. The idea was that, if we could
take some cells from our body and
create an exact copy of ourselves, we
might keep that copy in storage until we
needed a replacement part. Then we
could have a transplant operation using
parts that would not be rejected. That
way we could live forever just by
replacing the parts that were wearing
out. And if we manipulate things just
right we could remain at any age we 

(Continued page 3)



 

The Liturgical Year
Eastertide

Easter is observed on the first Sunday following the full moon that occurs on or next after March 21.  This
year, 2009, we celebrate Easter on April 12.  The season of Eastertide will include six Sundays after
Easter Day or until Pentecost on May 31.  The liturgical color is white or gold.  Many symbols are used
during the Easter season in worship.  The FISH is a symbol of Christianity used by the first Christians to
proclaim to each other their belief in the resurrected Christ.  The EMPTY CROSS is the symbol that tells
us that death did not win. Jesus died but was raised from the dead.  He triumphed over the cross.  The
CROWN is a symbol of the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Other possible Resurrection symbols: a
pomegranate (located on our pulpit under the parament), a peacock, a white lily, an egg, and a phoenix
rising from the ashes.
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April  5  Palm Sunday Children sing in worship
             Jr.Handbells play in worship
             Children’s choir following children’s time in worship
             Lunch/Egg Hunt in Luther Britt Park -Covered Dish 12:30 Egg Hunt- 1:00
           Confirmation Class
April 12 EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP
              Children’s choir following Children’s Time in worship
April 15,22,29  Preschool Lunch N.Fun resumes
April 19 & 26 Children’s choir following Children’s Time in worship

April Birthdays                                         Parent challenge!
Ap. 1 Mary Grace Norton                                      Every morning as you wake your
       5 Andrew Patterson                                        Children, say Psalm 24:1
      13 Bradley Patterson                                       “The earth is the Lord’s and all that
      15 David & Sam Ervin                                     Is in it, the world, and those who
      17 Hunter Edkins                                             Live in it.”
      30 Jesse Oliver

Family Ministry Event - April 5
Luther Britt Park
Covered dish lunch -12:30
Drinks provided
Easter Egg Hunt 1:00
Bouncy House and inflatable slide
Games for all ages. Bring lawn chair!

             Cherub Choir Begins!

 Each Sunday beginning April 5,following the             
 children’s time in worship, children 3yrs-K may         
 be dismissed to attend cherub choir rehearsal in the   

Ed. Bldg. Volunteers are needed to 
help with this ministry. Contact  Ms. Jan at the church

for more information.



 

(Continued from the Pastor’s Desk)

choose forever. Do you see any problems
with that? 

As we approach Easter we are reminded that
Jesus died for us while we were flawed and imperfect
and sinful. We are also reminded that God's way of
dealing with our imperfections was to forgive us and
"make all things new."  And God's way was to
ultimately take us to Heaven where we would have a
brand-new body which will never wear out or break
down. Jesus died to give us an eternal life and the
only part that would need to be replaced is a sinful
heart...replaced by a heart made new and clean and
holy. 

The next hundred years will bring genetic
possibilities that will be astounding. I'm
not sure I want to be here to see it. 

Happy Easter,

LUGGAGE FOR FOSTER CHILDREN
The Morning Glories Sunday School Class and the
Missions Committee are sponsoring a used or new
luggage drive.  The luggage will go to foster children
in Robson County.  Many times the foster children
have to carry their belongings in a black garbage bag
as they move to a new location.  Some of us have an
old piece or set of luggage in our attics or storage
sheds that are just taking up space.  We can now put
them to good use.  We are asking you to bring your
luggage and place in the Morning Glories Sunday
School classroom.  We would prefer medium size or
small pieces of luggage since these are for children. 
The luggage will be collected during the month of
April.
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30 PIECES OF SILVER

A 30 Pieces of Silver offering will be taken
on Palm Sunday to help buy food bag
meals for Stop Hunger Now and to help
fund the Mission Work Team going to
Jamaica to put a roof back on a Methodist
church.  Special drawstring bags are
available in the church office for your
offering.  The offerings will be dedicated on
Palm Sunday at the altar.  Please be in
prayer for this offering and the two mission
projects it will help finance.  

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Maurice Mitchell (Mitch’s dad), Tom Long,
John McLellan, Mitch Taylor, Lib Culbreth,
Helen Sharpe, Pat Powers, Tom Collins,
Mary  Stephen Townsend, Morris Huggins,
Sonny Duncan, Bobby Williams, Margaret
B. White, Lynda Price, David Thaggard,
Breck Regan, Karen Fisher, Robert Stone, 
Sam Smith, Glenn Strickland, Vernon Cline,
Rena Hausmann, Frank Powers, Bob
Bland, Peggy Morris, Wallace Prevatte,
Pearl Bowen (Margaret O. White’s sister), 
Karen Brown (164 Cantrell Ridge Dr.,
Bolling Springs, S. C. 29316), Guy Sinclair,. 
Call Helen Wehunt at  (735-0924) if you
have a prayer request or wish to add
someone to the list. 
Hermitage Retirement Center: Sara Stansel
- Room 5 East
Wesley Pines Retirement Center: Mary
Fuller,  Mary McLean, Rosa Hunnings, Lois
Huggins 
Golden Living Center:  Pete Cline -Rm. 402
Duke Medical Center, Durham, NC: Susan
McCray Room #3114
Woodhaven:  Mrs. Jason Lowry  - Jane
West’s mother) 
Missionaries:  Rev.  & Mrs. Herbert Zigbuo,
Dept. of Vocational Education; United
Methodist Church, P. O. Box 10-1010;
Monrovia, Liberia 
Military:  Major George B. Brown III,
HHC, DSTB,1CD (CMD GRP), APO AE
09344; Raymond Martinez, HQ MNC-1,
XVIII Airborne Corps, APO AE 09342.

Happy Birthday
 to Sara Stansel who celebrated her
90th birthday on March 22.  



 

MARCH 24, 2009
Warm greetings to you from Herbert
and Mary Zigbuo in Liberia! We are thankful for
your continuous participation with us through
support of our ministry. Thank you for your
prayers and gifts of funds and materials.
Our main ministry focus is provision of
vocational education to youth and young adults
through our United Methodist schools. Mary is
also involved with coordinating and developing
programs for persons with disabilities.
Though the government mandates
primary school enrollment for all children, it is
estimated that only 34% of Liberia’s school age
populace has access to educational facilities
(2008 CIA WORLD FACT BOOK).
According to 2007 statistics from Population
Reference Bureau, Washington, DC, it is
estimated that approximately 60% of Liberia’s
public is under the age of 20. This translates into
1,980,000 school age persons in Liberia….with
an estimated 673,000 having access to
educational facilities. UMC supported schools
provide education for approximately 20,000
(30%) of the 673,000 persons having access to
educational facilities in 15 counties.
The international organization, Teach a
Man to Fish, indicates, “In many developing
countries, traditional academic based education
does not prepare people how to earn a living in a
country where employment opportunities are
very limited. Needed is a system of education
that will teach technical skills alongside
traditional academic modules - producing
graduates able to go directly into
entrepreneurship opportunities or paid work, or
into further education”. This is also true for
Liberia.
Vocational courses are offered in
selected UMC schools. Upon entering senior
high level (grade 10), a student selects a
vocational course (computer technology,
building trades, drafting, agriculture, carpentry,
business education, home economics, etc) to
specialize in. The student does this course for
three years (grades 10-12) to satisfy
government’s competency requirements.
We work closely with some of the
senior high-level schools (UMC currently
operates 99 schools, 14 of which are senior high
level) seeking to help build the capacity of their
existing vocational education programs. Our
recent focus has been on the Tubman Gray
School in Gbarnga, located in rural, central
Liberia. Tubman Gray School has 861 students.
Not only does the school offer trade courses for

students enrolled in academic classes, the
administration also created an extension
program
to provide trade classes for persons in the
community who have limited or no formal
education. With prioritization on accessibility,
even mothers with young children who are still
breast-feeding are allowed to bring their
children
to school. Eighty-nine persons are enrolled.
In March 2009, a six-person work team
fromWestern North Carolina Conference went
to Tubman Gray School to assist with: setting
up and teaching people how to use donated
carpentry shop machines, constructing a three
classroom building for vocational classes,
medical screening for all students, and library
reorganization and set up.
We are in need of assistance to provide
vocational teacher training to all 58 of our
trades
courses teachers in July and August of this year.
We are also in need of assistance to enable us
adequately supply and equip (typewriters,
computers, manual sewing machines,
agricultural supplies, carpentry and building
trade supplies, etc). the vocational classes.
It is a joy to see these young people
obtain opportunities to enable them elevate their
quality of life.
Mary coordinates CBM supported
programs in Liberia. CBM is a Christian
organization whose objective is to improve the
quality of life of persons with disabilities and to
reduce the risk of disability from disease. CBM
supports comprehensive eye care services for
desperately poor persons through two eye
hospitals: (Seventh Day Adventist Hospital and
Ganta UMC Hospital). Mary also work very
closely with the UMC School for the Deaf
located in Monrovia.
We are thankful for the opportunity to
work with Christ-centered systems to enable the
restoration of sight and teaching of skills to
reduce the risk or visual impairment and helping
to provide educational opportunities for the
hearing impaired. Thank you for your
Christcentered
partnership in this.
We invite you to come and assist us as
a short-term or long-term volunteer, or on a
work team.
You may assist our work by sending
funds through the General Board of Global
Ministries’ Advance Special project:.
Swords to Plowshares, #14488A



 

Yours in Christ,
Herbert and Mary Zigbuo
For more information or clarification,
email us at: umcliberia@yahoo.com



 

April 2009
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

  

   1
12:00 Preschool
6:00 WEF
6:00 - 6:45
Handbells
7:00 Choir
rehearsal

2

3:30 - 5:00 Girl
Scout

3

9:30 Senior
Aerobics

4
8:00 Circuit
Riders trip

11:00
Reeves/Small
wedding

5   
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
12:00 LLS
rehearsal
12:30 Easter Egg
Hunt

6

12:00 Lenten
Worship
 & lunch -
CSUMC
1:30 Prayer

7
10:30 Wesley
Pines Worship
12:00 Lenten
Worship & lunch
- First Presby.
1:30 CWC Bible
Study          

8   12:00
Preschool,
Lenten Worship &
lunch -  First
Baptist
6:00 WEF, 
Handbells
7:00 Choir

9

12 noon -
Lenten Worship
-  St. Mark’s
Luthern Church

10      Good
Friday

12 noon -
Lenten Worship
-Trinity Ep.

11 

12
6:30 Sunrise
Service/Breakfast
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship

13

OFFICES
CLOSED

14

1:30 CWC
Bible St. -
library

5:00 Staff

15
12:00 Preschool
6:00 WEF
6:00 - 6:45
Handbells
7:00 Choir
rehearsal
7:15 Trustees

16

3:30 - 5:00 Girl
Scout

17 18

19
9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
1 - 8:00 p.m.
Circuit Riders -
Wilmington

20

12:00 Emmaus
1:30 Prayer
Group
6:00 Stephen
Ministry -

21

1:30 CWC
Bible St. -
library

22
12:00 Preschool
6:00 WEF
6:00 - 6:45
Handbells
7:00 Choir
rehearsal
7:15 UMC

23

3:30 - 5:00 Girl
Scout

24

30 Hour Famine

25
10:30 - 11:30
Feed the Hungry
Asbury Hall

4 - 6:00 Stop 
Hunger Now

26

9:30 Sunday
School
10:30 Worship
3:00 Eagle
Scout Ceremony

27

12:00 Emmaus
1:30 Prayer
Group

28

1:30 CWC
Bible St. -
library

29
12:00 Preschool
6:00 WEF
6:00 - 6:45
Handbells
7:00 Choir
rehearsal
8:00 Praise Team

30

3:30 - 5:00 Girl
Scout
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LECTOR
Eric Dent

CHAT & SNACK
Wesley Friendship S/S Class

ACOLYTES
5 Mary Grace Norton, Megan Fisher
12 Thomas & Michael Bailey
19 Bradley & Anna Smith
26 Callie Davis, Madison Britt

ALTAR FLOWERS
5 Gretchen Reeves
12 Carl Britt
19
26 Chris Winberry

 

NURSERY
Brittany Gaines/Heather Miller

OFFERING VERIFICATION
5 Greg Price, Arthur Leggett
12 Bob Horne, Edith Duncan
19 Tim Bell, Mary Anna Gray
26 Ken Windley, Luckey Welsh

TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH
Duncan McGugan
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   USHERS
5 Ed & Gwen Bengtson

Jesse & Mary Lamm

12 Garry Kennedy,
Edith Duncan
Jesse & Mary
Lamm

19 David & Angela
Sumner
Jesse & Mary
Lamm

26 Lynn & Nancy
Compton
Jesse & Mary
Lamm

WESLEY PINES BUS MINISTRY
5 Lawton Baker
12 Lynn Compton
19 Donnie Smith
26 Duncan McGugan

P. A. T. April Birthdays
4 Martha McKinnon
5 Sam Smith
16 Sandy McKinnon
18 Norm Morton
22 Vada Dowless
25 Sara Williams
25 Sharon Pittman
26 Maureen Regan
27 Melba Patterson

Monthly Nurses
5 Jo Ann Falls
12 Jean Harris
19 Pat Horne
26 Joyce Musselwhite 

SPECIAL PERSONS OF THE MONTH
Jack & Helen Sharpe



 

                          A Round of Applause

It takes many people to have a successful event. This was in evidence at the
Yo uth Spaghetti Supper on February 21 at Chestnut Street Church. Judy
Sea ls (pictured left, as she stirs the sauce )has made this sauce for 15 years. 
Jay white is always on hand to help her. Judy says that in the beginning, there
was a “sauce cook-off” to determine the best sauce.  Linda Lane, who lives in
Wil son now, won the contest. Seventeen youth were available to greet the
gue st and to serve the dinner.  Even though this is a youth event, people of all
age s came together to  make it a successful evening.  Parents, who no longer
hav e youth members, still participate in the preparation and the serving of the
mea l. The proceeds of this event will help defray the youth expenses to their
Salkehatchje Mission Trip in the summer. Many thanks to Sarah Ervin and everyone for a beautiful
evening.  Mary Lamm, Communications Chair

                           Scenes from the Youth Spaghetti Supper February 21, 2009



 

CSUMC Family Ministries invites you to…

Family Fun Day- Easter Egg Hunt

Luther Britt Park, Shelter C    
   Sunday April 5, 2009
Noon – 4pm (12:30p lunch served)

Covered dish (bring enough for your family + one).  The committee will 
supply the paper products and the drinks.

Dress casual – be prepared to play kickball, softball, disc golf, croquet, or horseshoes. We
have rented a Bouncy House and Slide too!  You may also 
like to fish or just enjoy God’s gift of one another.

    *** Bring a lawn chair or blanket *** 
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