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Greetings in the Name of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ,

Following our Easter "Living Last Supper"
a number of foreign students from UNC
Pembroke stayed around for some pizza
and conversation. One person who was
with them said they had a number of
guestions about our Easter activities.
They were confused about how eggs and
rabbits were a part of the story of the
death and resurrection of Jesus. Well...I'm
a bit curious about that myself. I've heard
some of the stories of eggs and spring
and new life. I've also heard some of the
stories of bunnies and Easter bonnets and
those kinds of things. But, how does all
that get intertwined in our celebration of
the resurrection of Our Lord? Perhaps it's
all come about because the church has
decided, through the years, to "dumb
down" our faith. As | understand it, to
"dumb down" something is to make it so
simple and easy that everyone can
understand it. Maybe we, as a faith
community, have tried to make Easter
and the Tomb and the Resurrection so
easy and bland that people won't be
offended by the hard and harsh reality of it
all. Or maybe we think God needs help
telling a good story. You know what |
mean, His version is not marketable or
suitable for public consumption so we add
a few flourishes, a few frills to make
people more interested. Now, | know I'm
sounding a little sarcastic but that's how |
feel sometimes. We have such a

From the Pastor's Desk
Rev. Steve Little

wonderful story to tell about a loving God
who sent His son to die for our sins and
that same God decided to defeat sin and
death in the process. It was God's plan
to roll the rock away and give Jesus a
new, heavenly kind of life. Now, friends,
that is a STORY! And yet, somehow, we
feel we must fold in colored eggs and
chocolate bunnies. Why??? And the
same can be said about Christmas. Why
can't we leave well enough alone? Why
do we feel that we must tinker with
perfection? And look at what our
tinkering has accomplished. Now, when
people hear of Easter they think of
rabbits and eggs and sales at the local
mall. And when people think of
Christmas they think of trees and lights
and pretty presents piled high...and sales
at the local mall.

Ever since | have been a Pastor | have
tried to find ways to reclaim our Holy
Days for the church. And it's been so sad
to meet such resistance from people in
the church. It seems that so many of us
have bought into the myths and legends
that we cannot think of our lives without
them. Several years ago there was a
popular Christian book titled "In His
Steps." That book posed the question,
"What would Jesus Do?" Let me ask
you, what would Jesus think of our
current celebrations of Easter and
Christmas? I'm curious...let me hear
from you.

Listening,
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A Round of Applause

February 28, 2009, was a very cold day outsidethuas
warm and friendly inside Asbury Hall at Chestnuest
Church. Not only were the adults serving food ® th
hungry, theTweens Classvas very busy handing out
socks they had collected during the weeks beforas
was the second drive these young people have fidld.
first one was an underwear drive. These wereillig&d
in January. More drives such as these are bearmgph
for the future. Also during the February Feed thmgty
time, Megan and Emily Fisher and Mary Grace
Norton gave the children who were present, a blanket
they had made in the Girl Scout Troop 859 thagasdy
Rhonda Fisher and Myra Norton. It was wonderfulohatg the interaction between these young people.
The Tween’s Class, led by Sharon Bell and Chrigl&ejis made up of fifteerf"sand &' graders who are
always actively involved in activities in learniagd service. Recently, nine girls went on a retitesit
was called “Wonderfully Made” that involved issyg=rtinent to their age group and building self este
Thanks to these wonderful young people and thattdes Mary Lamm, Communications Chair

Scenes from the Living Last Supper
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Prayer Concerns Jean Smith, Martha McKinnon, Tom Long, John McLellRick Herring, Lib Culbreth, Helen
& Jack Sharpe, Sonny Duncan, Bobby Williams, Maeg&:White, Lynda Price, Barbara Sumner, David
Thaggard, Pat Powers, Morris Huggins, Breck Relyiurice Mitchell (Mitch’s dad), Karen Fisher, RolaiB,
Tony Godfrey (Frances Gold’s nephew), Susan McOrRafpert Stone, Doris Plant (Dodie Taylor's moth&jm
Smith, Glenn Strickland, Vernon Cline, Rena Hausma#itch Taylor, Frank Powers, Peggy Morris, Wadlac
Prevatte, Pearl Bowen (Margaret O. White's sist&ren Brown (164 Cantrell Ridge Dr., Bolling Sygs, S. C.
29316). Call Helen Wehunt at (735-0924) if yowdna prayer request.

Hermitage Retirement Centé3ara Stansel - Room 5 East

Wesley Pines Retirement Centbfary Fuller, Mary McLean, Rosa Hunnings, Lois lgirs,

Mary Stephenson Townsend.
Golden Living Center:Pete Cline - Room 402

Woodhaven:Mrs. Jason Lowry ( Jane West's mother)

Missionaries: Rev. & Mrs. Herbert Zigbuo, Dept. of Vocatioaducation; United Methodist Church, P. O. Box
10-1010; Monrovia, Liberia

Military: Major George B. Brown lll, HHC, DSTB,1CD (CMD GRFAPO AE 09344

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

What a wonderful group of volunteerghank you, thank you, thank yow Dot Wilkerson, Coordinator

Requlars: Substitutes
Ann Neese Jackie Pearce Jean Harris aﬁégv
Marilyn Duncan Frances Britt Mary Mason

. . forYOUT'S: . ™~
Joyce Musselwhite Rosa Hunnings participation
Beth Mitchell Edith Duncan
Rose Byrd Jo Ann Falls

Our thanksto Buddy Bodiford and Mitch Herring for spearheagand laying the foundation for the new deck at
the parsonage. Thanks also to the following feirttime and talents in this construction: Heyw@alvert, Bob
Scott, Mitch Mitchell, Jesse Lamm, Bruce Jobe aadi® Sumner. Thank you, gentlemen! The Trustees &
Parsonage Committee

Luggage for Foster Children Update

Thank youto all who brought in pieces of luggage, sportsshagd backpacks. These items will be donated on
Mother's Day during the morning worship serviceffister children. The Morning Glories Sunday Scholalss
and the Missions Committee are purchasing itempdosonal hygiene kits to be placed in the luggdye.
Edward Hickman donated toothbrushes and toothfasthe children. A toothbrush, toothpaste, shamgoap,
washcloth, comb, and deodorant will be placed énkilh What a good feeling to know that Christ hebus to
provide for the care of foster children who areeaxigncing change in their lives.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER MENU

May 6 - Eggs, Grits, Sausage, Biscuits, BeverBgssert

May 13 - Salad, Pork Chops, Rice/Gravy, Green LjrRadls, Dessert, Beverage
May 20 - Salad, Baked Chicken, Collards, SweettBeta Rolls, Dessert, Beverage
May 27 - Fish, Coleslaw, French Fries, Cornbreagkdert, Beverage
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MANY THANKS

Thank you to all who helped with the Stop HungemNueal bags ministry. Your financial help with tbiering
of Thirty Pieces of Silver, sponsorship of the @#hfamine, and volunteering to be a part of tre@pction line
process of filling the bags was an outpouring afnjove for Christ. You truly were the hands of Shm this
ministry. The 10,104 meal bags will go to Nairdbgnya in Africa to help with a Presbyterian basedistry of
getting homeless youth off the streets. Educatlapspa large role in this ministry as well as pding meals. One
meal bag costs 25 cents and will feed a familyixaf Bhank you again for the help you provided. €TMissions
Committee and UMYF

FINANCIAL REPORT - MARCH, 2009
Month Year-to-date
Revenues $55,243.16 $139,867.29
Expenses $45,136.35 $140,369.82
Over/under - $7,496.56 -3 502.53

CIRCUIT RIDERS

More information on the West Virginia and Ohio trigune 10 -13: The motels have been reservedufoirip. You are to call
the numbers and make your reservations ASAP. BgckV.Va. - Country Inn & Suites, #304-252-5100Jane 10. Cost for
a double $93; Berlin, Ohio - Comfort Suites, #388B-7400 for June 11. Cost $99. Wytheville, Vaonort Inn: #276-637-
4281 for June 12. Cost $89. The motels in Berlich Backley are in the name of Chestnut St. UMC arydhéville will be in
my name. Your room total should be around $140 éarcthe three nights. Dinner theater at WytheyillEhe King and 1.”
Four spaces left.

May 23: Reidsville and Greensboro - need momder for us to make the trip.
June 10- 13 has four spaces left.

July and August: Vacation months for Circuit Riders
Special Person of the Month - Lib Culbreth.

Our special person of the month is a lady who mwkmnfor her gentle spirit and good cooking. Takeetto give Lib a call,
send her a card or a visit. Let her know how muekcare for her at our church. She lives at 248339WNeck Rd., Pembroke,
N.C. 28372. Phone #910-521-4273.

Nurse of the Week - Jean Harris
Let Jean help you with the answers to your healgstjons this week. You will find her most helpfdler phone number is
910-739-6467.

P.AT.

P.A.T. will meet at Golden Corral on Tuesday, MayGome prepared to tell a Mother’s Day story @dirypast or present.
Plan to be there at 11:30 a.m. Usually we aréoefdre 1:00 p.m. Bring a friend and plan to hate bf good food and
fellowship.

Aerobics -Tuesdays and Fridays at 9:30
Make plans to meet other seniors on the days lesede to help you to become more physically &iitndis as often as you
can.



