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Greetings in the Name
of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

          As I write this we are still several days
away from Easter. This year I am so ready for
Easter. For me Easter is truly a high and holy
celebration. The sadness of Holy Week with its
remembrance of Jesus' betrayal, arrest, torture
and crucifixion really sets the stage for the joy of
the resurrection. It's as though in our darkest hour
God's light of hope shines brightest. Maybe that's
a part of what Jesus meant when he said "my
strength is made perfect in your weakness." 
Well, this year, in addition to the Bible accounts
of the darkness of Holy Week, we have the dark
clouds of world and national events to deal with.
We still see and hear accounts of the devastation
in Haiti and other places. The war in the Middle
East goes on and on. And every week seems to
bring news of floods and other natural disasters.
Then there is the darkness of political division in
our wonderful country. I grew up in Kentucky
where the state motto is "United We Stand,
Divided We Fall."  I wonder if our elected
officials understand the truth of that statement.
Every issue seems to drive us further and further
apart. All this division is so tiresome. 

          If ever there was a time when we
needed some light in the darkness, this is it.
Easter is coming at a very good time. For
Easter shouts words of hope at us. Easter
glares the light of God's power and love in
our eyes. The reality of the resurrection
crashes over us like a giant wave. If God
can defeat death then what is too great for
him? If God can overwhelm the hatred that
led to the crucifixion with his determination
to bless us and save us from ourselves, then
he can unite us as "one nation under God."
Indeed, Easter insists that we take seriously
God's place in this world and in our lives. I
am SO ready for Easter. 
          May Easter be especially meaningful
for you this year. Listen to the voice of God
as he whispers words of hope and joy to
your heart. And please understand that TV
commentators and radio personalities and
Senators and Congressmen and other
politicians don't determine our future. We
are in the hands of a loving God who is
working all things out for the best for those
of us who love him and serve him.   

Resurrection peace to you, 

Steve



Lector
Luckey Welsh

Ushers
Garry Kennedy, Buddy Bodiford 

Jesse & Mary Lamm

Acolytes
4 Will & Mary Grace Norton
11 Joshua Sumner, Nick Collins
18 Anna  Smith, Laura Hill
25 Bradley Patterson, Carter Sutton
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Heather Miller, Brittany Gaines

PRE- NURSERY
4 Kristin Stone
11 Kathy Smith
18 Angela Sumner
25 Amby Taylor

ALTAR FLOWERS
4 (available)
11 (available)
18 (available)
25 (available)

Monthly Nurses
Jean Harris,   Pat Horne  
Jo Ann Falls,  Joyce Musselwhite

Chat & Snack
Wesley Friendship Sunday School Class

Altar Guild
Kathryn Calvert, Beth Ray

Joyce Musselwhite

Offering Verification
4 Margaret White, Marie Gibson 
11 Norm Morton, Elizabeth Jobe 
18 Eric Dent, Susan Rozier
25 Mitch Mitchell, Ann Chaney  

Stephen Ministry
4     Lee Summersett
11   Lee Summersett
18 Marilyn Duncan
 25 Marilyn Duncan

Trustee of the Month
Mac Starke

Wesley Pines Bus Ministry
4 Lawton Baker
11 Lynn Compton
18 Donnie Smith
25 Duncan McGugan
31 Jimmy Harrington

  P. A. T. 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
  4   Martha McKinnon
  5   Sam Smith
  12   Frances Page
  18   Norm Morton
  22   Vada Dowless

  24   Sara Williams
25 Sharon Pittman
27 Melba Patterson



Building Fund Festival and Hearts & Hands 

The United Ministry Council is looking for alternate activities and events to the Building Fund Festival and
Hearts & Hands events from past years.  We are looking for activities that inject something fresh in our
approach.  The result may include some of the “tried and true” events from the past in a mix with some new
ideas.  Or, the venue may be entirely new.  

A task force of Council members generated a list of ideas that included past successes and added some
other ideas.  The list was shared at the Council meeting this past week.  The Council was of the opinion
that, while the list was certainly lengthy, there are likely more, even novel, ideas available.  In our search
for just the right ideas for NOW, we are inviting our church community to join in adding other ideas to our
list.

Call the church office (910-739-3304) with your ideas...or send email to csumc@nc.rr.com.  Check with
family and friends for ideas that may have been successful at other churches near and far.  Help us have a
truly NEAT list of ideas.

Here is the list that emerged at the United Ministry Council:

� Something timed with the Lumberton Christmas Parade (traditional fall festival time at CSUMC)
� Something in the Spring (March time frame), or both
� Bazaar
� Talent show
� Christmas ornaments (make and sell)
� Afghans
� Cookbook
� Church directory (in-house production)   � Portrait Day
� Jingle Bell walk/run
� Dance lesson(s)
� Computer lesson(s)
� Pancake breakfast -   Spring     � Any food
� Bake Sale with Breakfast, LUNCH
� Christian comedian & Dinner
� Art sale via eBay
� “Antique Road Show”
� “Whack-a-mole” (smash something(s) in the parking lot)
� Lobster sale
� Auction for services to be rendered (youth?)
� Write grant applications for:    �  feed the hungry               �  missions
�  Radio antennas in the steeple
�  Rent vendor booths at the festival

What is your idea?



RELAY FOR LIFE
CHESTNUT ST. CHILDREN 

       PITCH IN PENNIES TO HELP!

Collect your change and (everyone else’s change) for a good cause!

 April 4 - April 18

Bring all your change to Sunday School on Sunday, April 18

Relay for Life Celebration
    April 23-24

    Lumberton Sr. High
 2:00 Friday  -  12 noon on Saturday
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The Vacation Bible School coordinators are now collecting craft items needed for this year’s VBS,
Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Praising God! Anything our church family can help us gather
helps stretch the VBS budget.  Needs: Clean glass baby food jars, empty toilet tissue tubes, space
theme stickers, space theme foamies, any space theme decorating objects. Please contact Jan
Kennedy at 739-3304 or csumc-edu@nc.rr.com for more information.  Thank you for your support.
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MOTHER’S NIGHT OUT
Come help us celebrate GOD’S CREATION & EARTH DAY!

Share some organic snacks, flowers, veggies, etc.
Where: Angela Sumner’s home: 102 Berkshire Pl.

When: Thursday, April 15
Time: 6:30-8:30

All moms welcome and bring a friend.

Chestnut Street Family Fun Day!
Sunday, April 18

12:00 noon (following morning worship)  Camp Rockfish
Hot dogs and hamburger cookout -lunch at Chestnut Pavilion

   Provided by Keith & Amby Taylor and Chestnut St. Family Ministries
Open House at the camp from 1:00-6:00

Those who want to visit the camp and join in the supper/worship
Our church bus will depart church parking lot at 3:30.
(Hint: A great way for a Sunday School class to enjoy a Spring outing together)

Supper provided by camp at 5:00 
Worship together following supper)

For more info, contact Jan at the church 739-3304



April Book Feature
Stones into Schools by Greg Mortenson

This book picks up where THREE CUPS OF TEA left off.  Since 2003, Greg Mortenson and
his Central Asia Institute have continued their work building schools for girls - this time in
Afghanistan.  You will enjoy stories of the unlikely collection of men who are determined that
their daughters have the opportunity to be educated.  Also included are stories of the young
women who are now graduating from the schools.  If you read THREE CUPS OF TEA, you
will want to read this book too.

April Birthdays
Children Youth
 13    Bradley Patterson 1   Mary Grace Norton,  Philip Smith
  l5    Andrew Patterson,  Sam Ervin, David Ervin 18  Katye Jobe
 17    Hunter Edkins        26  Jordan Smith
 30    Jesse Oliver      30  Lance Burleson     
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Thank you, volunteers
Chestnut Street is blessed with so many servants with willing hearts and hands to do mission work.  On
Thursday, March 25 volunteers from our church formed a work team and went to Camp Rockfish to get the
Chestnut Pavilion ready for the summer camp season.  Painting, building cubbies and getting fans running
were the top priorities.  Thank you to Ryan and Cliff Nance, Heyward Calvert, Jimmy and Bess Harrington,
Rev. Steve Little, Debbie Powers, Edie Duncan and Angela Sumner.  Edie took pictures which are on display
in Asbury Hall.  Drop by and see mission work in action.

On Saturday, March 27 another group of volunteers prepared and fed 60 guests at the Community Fellowship
Meal in Asbury Hall.  Twenty-seven of our members came to help with the chicken bog which was delicious. 
Thank you to Sue Gaines for organizing the Joy Sunday school class and for the beautiful devotion.  Thank
you to the cooks,  kitchen helpers and table hosts: Herb Dowless, Tom Cleveland, Janice and Bob Nelson,
Brittany Gaines, Sharon and Danny Pittman, Jesse Lamm, Lawton Baker, Gwen and Ed Bengtson, Lib
Sealey, Edie Duncan, Henry Davis, Lee Summersett, Ray Holbart, Raymond Spivey, Myrtle Jolly, Bobbie
Jean Smith, Joyce Musselwhite, Ann and Ken Neese, Dot Wilkerson, Jerry Jordan and Vada Dowless.

YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 
APRIL/MAY

4    -    No Youth May 2 - No Youth
11  -   Program with Megan May 9 - Visiting Wesley Pines
18  -   Family Fun Day at Rockfish May 16 - Stop Hunger Now meals at 4:00
25          30 Hour famine planning May 23 - Mission project
30 - May 1  - 30 Hour Famine May 30 - Game night

Casting Crowns Concert is April 22.  If you are interested in going, please tell Megan Leicht a.s.a.p.! 



A Dream Come True
After 22 years, a dream has come true for our youth and the Living Last Supper.   This year, our youth have
been given the gift of 11 benches and two new bar stools on which to sit during The Living Last Supper
service. The bar stools and materials for the benches were donated by Mack and Harriette Lovin.  The
benches were constructed by Mack’s brother-in-law, Mike Young.  A very huge thank you for this very much
needed donation and we will gladly give up the buckets.

Coming Soon
DIAPER DAYS!

Yes, you read it correctly.
The Missions Committee has learned from our Health Department that a gift of diapers would be such a help
for some of the poorest mothers with babies or small children in our community.  For the past several years a
church has had an annual baby shower to help out.  Unfortunately, that supply runs out way before the need is
met. Also, Robeson County Church & Community Center has senior citizens asking for “Pull-Ups/Depends”
which the Center does not have.  These two needs touch lives of the youngest and the oldest in our
community.  The child cannot ask for his need and the elderly are embarrassed to ask.  We can help!  The
committee has set May 2 and May 9 (Mother’s Day) as collection dates for the children’s diapers; May 16
and May 23 will be set aside for collection of adult “Pull-Ups/Depends” for senior citizens.

 Join the Committee in this collection effort to make life more comfortable for both the young and old. 
Boxes will be available in the entrance to Asbury Hall for your donation.  These are expensive items so you
might wish to make it a group project for your Sunday school class, circle, UMYF, or UMM.  Begin with
checking for bargains as well as coupons in newspapers and magazines.  Thank you for your help!

Youth 
Parents of Youth: There will be a meeting for the parents of the youth Sunday at 4:30 in the music room. An
outline of youth events will be presented and the floor will be opened for any questions or ideas. 
Casting Crowns Concert-The youth would like to invite you to join us at the Crown Coliseum to take part in
the Casting Crowns Concert on Thursday, April 22. Please contact Megan Leicht for further information.
434-426-1653 or megleicht@gmail.com

Missions
On Sunday, May 2, immediately following the Missions Committee’s Salad and Potato Bar lunch, the United
Methodist Women will hold a bake sale.  Proceeds from the sale will be used to provide scholarships for
children to attend Camp Rockfish this summer.   These children would not otherwise be able to go to summer
camp.  

All women (all ages) are asked to bring a cake, pie, etc. for the sale.  You do not have to be an active circle
member to participate in this event.  Remember, most cakes freeze well and Mother’s Day will be the very
next Sunday.  Surprise Mom with a sweet treat.

REMINDER 
Don’t forget to bring your flower/flowers to put on the cross for our sunrise service, Sunday morning, April 4
at 7:00 in the church’s courtyard.

Love and sympathy is expressed to Norma Burleson and family at the death of her father, Norman Ashley of
Fairmont, NC. 
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Many thanks and appreciation to all who helped with building the ramp for Bill and Phiena.  
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